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diminished to twenty-nine 8. His son William, into
whose hands his papers must have fallen, survived
him little more than twenty years, having died some
time before the year 1653: and where those books of
account, of which his father speaks, now are, cannot
be ascertained. One cannot but entertain a wish,
that at some future period they may be discovered,
as they undoubtedly would throw some light on our
ancient stage-history. The day before his death,
John Heminges made his will, of which I subjoin a
copy, extracted from the Registry of the Prerogative
Court. In this instrument he styles himself a grocer,
but how he obtained Ms freedom of the Grocers' Com-
pany, does not appear.

** In the name of God, Amen, the 9th day of Oc-
tober, 1630, and in the sixth year of the reign of our
sovereign Lord, Charles, by the grace of God king of
England, Scotland, France and Ireland, defender of
the faith, &c. I John Heminge, citizen and grocer of
London, being of perfect mind and memory, thanks
be therefore given unto Almighty God, yet well
knowing and considering the frailty and incertainty
of man's life, do therefore make, ordain, and declare
this my last will and testament in manner and form
following.

" First, and principally, I give and bequeath my soul
into the hands of Almighty God, my Maker and
Creator, hoping and assuredly believing through the
only merits, death and passion, of Jesus Christ my sa-
viour and redeemer, to obtain remission and pardon of
all my sins, and to enjoy eternal happiness in the king-
dom of heaven ; and my body I commit to the earth,
to be buried in Christian manner, in the parish church"
of Mary Aldermanbury in London, as near unto my

9 US. Herbert